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Monsieur le Pr6sident,

J'ai I'honneur de prendre la parole au nom des pays les moins avanc6s. Notre
Groupe s'associe a la d6claration pr6c6demment faite par I'Ambassadeur Repr6sentant, du
Fidji au nom du Groupe des 77 et la Chine.

Les PMA voudraient par ma voix, vous assurer de leur disponibilit6 & travaille r avec
vous en vue du succÿs des travaux de la Commission. Je n'ai aucun doute que sous votre
direction avis6e, nos n6gociations etnos d61ib6rations seront tr6s fructueuses.

Mr. President,

I thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive presentation of the Progra rome-
budget for the biennium 2014-2015. On behalf of the Group of LDOs, I would like to make
the following points as regards the Least Developed Countries sub-programme under
section 10, which is located under the OHRLLS. My full statement has been circulated to the
Committee and I am summarizing the main points:

First, The UN recognizes the LDCs as the poorest and weakest part of the global
society. We would, therefore, expect that the UN provides high priority and adequate
resources for the follow-up of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the LDCs (IPoA),
especially for the OHRLLS which has the mandate for coordinated implementation and
follow up of the IPoA. OHRLLS has been doing an excellent job which is appreciated by
LDCs as well as by our partners.

However, we are surprised to see that the regular budget resources allocated to the
OHRLLS is merely 0.12 per cent of the overall size of the proposed programme budget for
2014-15. In the 1992-93 budget (contained in document A/46/6 dated 9 May 1991), a total of
28 posts were allocated to LDCs subprogramme; today, there are only 3 established posts
in the LDCs subprogramme, although activities related to LDCs have multiplied manifold.

This shows that the LDCs subprogramme is deeply underfunded. Moreover,
OHRLLS is completely excluded under development account and section 23 on regular
programmes of technical cooperation. This Committee has the duty and responsibility to
reverse this marginalization and put the LDCs subprogramme in OHRLLS on a sound
longer-term basis of regular budget resources, so that it can fully carry out its expanded
mandates in effective, timely and sustainable manner.

Second, The UNGA resolution 67/220 provides substantial increase in the additional
work in the follow-up of IPOA. The list of these new mandates is provided in my full



statement. All these entail significantly additional and complex activities on the part of the
LDOs subprogramme, going beyond the work-load already mandated by the IPoA and other
processes.

In response to the above new mandates, under section 10, the Secretary-General
has proposed 10 new posts for the LDCs subprogramme in the OHRLLS. We commend him
for this proposal. However, we are concerned that the total number of posts thus proposed
falls short of the number required to carry out the above mandates effectively.

Even it falls short of the number of posts that the Secretary-General informed us at
the time of adoption of the 67/220. The oral statement on that occasion provided that "the
strengthening of the Office would require a total of 11 new posts". Thus, one professional
post is missing in the list of new posts. We therefore, propose that the Committee includes
this post in the final Programme Budget for 2014-2015. We also stress that all these 11
posts should be used in the LDC sub-programme of OHRLLS.

Third, The Istanbul Programme of Action has set the ambitious goal of bringing half
of the LDCs close to the point of graduation by 2020. It is very encouraging that several
LDCs have announced their intention to reach the status of graduation by or around 2020.
Each instance of successful graduation will constitute an extraordinary success not only for
the countries themselves, but also for the United Nations. Countries aspiring to graduate
have sought support of OHRLLS to facilitate their graduation and smooth transition.

So far, there is no arrangement in the UN to provide such support. The LDC sub-
programme needs adequate resources on predictable basis to undertake graduation support
programmes to respond to the call by the aspiring countries to assist them in the graduation
process.

Fourth, as I have mentioned, the LDCs group is deeply disappointed that the
OHRLLS has not been included in the list of entities under the development account under
section 35. The objectives of the Development Account and the actions under it are directly
and fully relevant to the OHRLLS, which is a charged with coordinated follow-up and
implementation of the IPoA not only at the global and national levels but also at the regional,
sub-regional and country-levels. We therefore propose that the Committee includes
OHRLLS under section 35.

Fifth, we are equally disappointed that OHRLLS is completely excluded under
section 23 which serves to support developing countries, least developed countries,
countries with economies in transition and countries emerging from conflict in their capacity-
development efforts. Nowhere are the capacity building activities more acutely needed than
in LDCs, who require coordinated capacity building support to integrate the priorities of the
IPoA, including the graduation imperative, in their respective national policies.



The report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up of the IPoA states that the
OHRLLS has formalized national level follow-up within the context of the UNDG. However,
the Office has not been given the means and resources to implement these arrangements.
Therefore, the Group of LDOs requests the Committee to include the OHRLLS under
section 23 and make an allocation of at least 10 per cent of resources under this section to
the Office.

Sixth, ECOSOC resolution E/2013/46, adopted at its substantive session last July,
recognized that the activities relating to LDCs carried out within the UN Secretariat need to
be further coordinated and consolidated in order to ensure effective monitoring and -follow-
up of the IPoA, led by the OHRLLS. To this end, we propose that this Committee requests
lhe Secretary-General to submit a report to the resumed session of the Committee, with
specific proposals.

Finally, as I have noted above, resources allocated to Sub-Proramme 1 of OHRLLS
(LDCs) under the UN regular budget is insignificant. Given this paucity, any reduction in
existing resources devoted to LDCs under the UN budget as a whole is completely
unacceptable. In this regard, we have noted with great concern that a post devoted to LDCs
has been proposed for abolition under Subprogramme 5 of section 12.

If it is the view of the Secretary-General that this post proposed for abolition is no
longer necessary under section 12, we would request that the Committee allocates this post
to the LDCs sub-programme in OHRLLS. It will be an important contribution to the cause of
ensuring full and effective implementation of UN's activities in support of LDCs, which have
been left behind in the process of implementing the MDGs.

We will propose specific formulations on the above points and would like to urge all
member States to support our proposals.

Je vous remercie.




